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Seeking Informaiio
Crowds surrounded the office o

whose auspices the picnic was give
venting the place being mobbed.

Terrible Suffering by Pari
Barge Part}

Gr
OUR THOUSAND East Side picHnickers.men, women and children.weredeliberately maroonedat midnight Saturday in IdleivildGrove, on the Sound.

Sleepless, starving and sore, they spent
the night in the open air, a prey to extortionand fraud; then late last evening,
bedraggled and furious, at last were returnedto their homes.
All this seems due either to the incompetenceor unconcern of the Myers ExcursionCompany, whose steamers were

charterd to transport the excursionists
to and from the grove. Although warned
beforehand, it is asserted, its captains deliberatelyabandoned the thousands, and
without explanation or apology left the
pickniclcers to shift for themselves. There,
miles from home, many of them penniless,
these men, women and children suffered
incredible privation, and in a great numberof cases actual bodily harm.

WORST OF THE KIND
IN EAST SIDE HISTORY.

W31
A STRONG and popular feature of the

East Side's Summer season is the annualpicnic of the Vorwaertz, a newspaper
published in Hebrew.
On Saturday thousands prepared themselvesfor the day. The side-wheelers Tol-

Chester and Bay Queen waited at the Marketstreet pier and at Idlewild Grove.
In charge of arrangements were A. Feller,

J. Lucker, S. Marcus, B. Basheim and G.
Philips. At their invitation Joseph Barondess,the Socialist-Labor leader, became
master of ceremonies. These men gatheredat the pier, ready to lead the picnickerson board.
The boats were scheduled to leave at 8

a. m., 10 a. in., noon, 2 p. in., 4 p. m., and
6 p. m. But all fought to go on the first
boats. Hour after hour the scene was repeated.At 7 p. in. the, Tolchester left on

her last trip to the grove.
In the meanwhile the committee, noting

that the two steamers would be unable to
return all these thousands, engaged the
barge Susquehanna from the Myers Company.

' We paid $125 for it," says A. Feller.
"We gave it to them for nothing," says

the company. "We knew we would have
trouble at night."
The barge arrived at the Grove in tow

some time about (> p.'m. Many of her
passengers had waited on the pier since 8
1. in. The Bay Queen left the barge at
the Grove and returned to the city with a

lew passengers.
Part of the crowd had had enough, and

mule a bolt for the boat. These persons
lay [uiu rue iuitiicom punt-u %/ui.

:eroniony.
The committee explained tlien that the

>arge would take some of them on the
aext ti*'P of the Bay Queen. After a while
the Bay Queen arrived, and with as many
as could crowd aboard started back for the
city. Two thousand, in the meanwhile,
had packed themselves aboard the barge.
But the Bay Queen left it there.
"The Tolehester will tow vou home."

was tho cry from the B i.v Queen. The
Tolchester, hours later, returned.. It was

.night.
"We can't take the barge," said the

officers, "the Bay Queen will tow you
home."

It was 10 p. 111. The crowd was growing
ugly. But neither the Bay Queen nor the
Tolcliester returned.
The first instance of fury flamed forth

over the capture of a pickpocket.
"Lynch him!" screamed the infuriated

Hen. A mob formed. The white and strugglingculprit was hurried toward the water
rront, when Barondess broke in.
"Let that man go!" he commanded. He

Was turned adrift outside the grove.
It grew toward midnight. Four thousand

persons were at the grove, and fully fl.OOO
wrar-cx r»lr Or! uhnord +V»o Kaimn rULnuci
TYV.J.V. fUV,«V V.1 M.VUTU ?->v- v^UCi°

lolled about tho grounds. Women with
children hunted for a seat. There was
none.
Many stretched out on the ground, the

babies stupid with sleep or screaming for
food. Presently there was 110 more milk.
A crowd of men pursued Barondess.
"I have sent for the steamers," he said.

The crowd roared in derision.
wIt's a swindle! A fraud!" screamed

some one, and the mob took up the ory.
Barondess tried to retreat. Some one
struck him in the face. A dozen blows
were aimed at his head. The master of
ceremonies fled to the hotel in the grove.
A trio of negroes set up a crap game,
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n of the Picnickers.
f Vorwaertz, the newspaper under
n. The police had difficulty in pre:icipants

and the Vorwaertz
j to Idlewild
ove.

and In another quarter a shell game flour;ished.
In the tedium of waiting these games

were freely patronized, hut the fraud soon
became apparent and an onslaught was
made upon the sharpers. Their tables were
overturned, they were beaten and driven
from the grove.
Thirst and hunger had already begun to

tell. The cost of a sandwich leaped to
40 cents; ginger ale and sursaparilla cost
20. :i0, 40 cents a bottle. One man strove
to buy a loaf of bread for his babies. The
prlee was 50 cents.
Midnight came, and there was neither

shelter nor a tit place to lie.
Built Fires on the Beach.

Some one started a tire on the beach. Its
warmth drew in hundreds; it was trampledout in their eagerness. Then another
fire was started, another and another.
When the driftwood gave out, the crowd
tore down part of a fence.
Long after midnight, a man in the white

cap of a committeeman came down the
beach.
"Here lie is!" screamed a watcher by the

fire. The crowd seized the stranger. He
protested wildly that he was not of the
committee. The crowd backed, him upagainst the fire, and some one yelled,
"Uoast him alive!" Furious and vengeful,the crowd beat him toward the fire. Buthe fought his way free and fled.
It was more a gathering of wild beasts

than men.
Hearing with rage, the crowd caught a

card sharper. Bleeding and half senseless
he was hurled into the water. He crawled
forth, only to be hurled back.
"Drown him!" screamed his victims, the

men he had fleeced with his swindling
games.
His clothes in rags, his face bruised and

bloody, the swindler crept out of the water'
on the other side of the fence, made for the
woods and escaped.
Weeping women lay upon the ground, hud-!

dling babies in their arms. livery inch
oi' the dancing pavilion was taken up.

"I went to the people that own the'
grove," said Jacob Basheim, "and tried to
get help. But they wouldn't give me a
horse; wouldn't even let me telephone to
the city. I wanted to send for steamers,
but they prevented "It. I think they were
making too much money. This Idlewild
Grove is owned by the Myers Excursion
Company and is leased out. I suppose it
was a game."
The suffering and privation was ineredi-jble. There were hundreds of babies in that

great gathering, and no milk for themAddedto this was the certain knowledge
that in New York their friends and fami!lies would be overwhelmed with fear.

T7__j._ if. A 11 O' -f
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Dawn came and found all heavy-eyed.!
With the dawn came the neighboring vll-l
lagers. They had heard of the harvest.
They brought bread and pastry and a few'
potatoes. Farmers came along with milk,!and a man in the grounds brewed coffee.
The bread was sold for fifty cents a loaf.

A small cup of coffee cost ten cents. Two!
boiled potatoes brought twenty-five cents.!Milk rose to ten and fifteen cents a cup.and the poor had no money.
Barney Jacobs, one of the most enter-!

prising of the neighboring merchants,
brought up a wagon load of biscuits and!
figs. He sold the biscuits.soda crackers.]four for five cents. The figs went at five|cents apiece. Before he was half sold, the'
crowd seized his wagon, helped itself and
retired.
A man in a sailboat sold a dozen loaves

of bread at five cents a slice, money in ad-1
vance. The last loaf was auctioned off. It
brought $1.50.
At (lawn hundreds set off to walk toPort Washington, three miles away.The dozen sharpers, turned out of the

grove, caught one of the men that had led]in their overthrow, beat him grievously,,and left him lying in the road. Six times
this was repeated.
At noon some one thought to notify the

Journal: An hour after that rescue was
on its way.
There was a last mad rush to the pier."The steamer's coming!" they cried,
Famished and exhausted they sat on the

pier, and cheered when the rescuing tugs
came in sight. Fully 3,000 persons jammed]themselves upon the bar?" and waited,
The other thousand, by that time, had;
walked to Fort Washington or to GreutjNeck, and had taken a train for home.
Others had sailed over to City Island and;taken the train from there. Even here
they were fleeced, for the boatmen chargedtifty cents for a sail of it few minutes, andlater put up the price.
At noon the tugs took the barge in tow

and began the homeward journey.
It was incredible that the barge could

hold so many. They were herded upon its
decks like cattle in a pen. Four hours and
a half, its passengers stood elbow to elbow,numb with fatigue.
Women, weak from exhaustion, wept.,Occasionally, one fainted. No one paid anyattention. The misery was too general.
As the boats drew in toward Market

street, at 4:30 p. m.. the crowd on the pier
set up a shout. Instantly those aboard
rushed to the shoreward side. The boat
canted over till its deck was almost washed
by the tide, and the women screamed in
terror.
A babel of shouts and screams, a rush

and the most woful of all East Side excursionswas at an end.
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So thick were the excursionist?"way home.

CRAZED CROWDS"
Fll I THF STRFFTS
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Walked the Pavement All
Night Waiting L°ved

Ones.

UNTIL midnight of Saturday mothers,
fathers and other relatives and friends

of the excursionists waited patiently
enough for the pleasure seekers.
The excursionists represented all of the

lower East Side, and at 1 o'clock therej
was anxiety in many homes. At 2 the
worry and disquiet took active form, and
the more nervous ones began to inquire at
the police station houses for news.
Then some one suggested that news

should be had at the Vorwaertz office, at
Grand and Suffolk streets. Immediately
there was a rush for the place, and at 4
o'clock both Grand and Suttolk streets were
jammed with an excited mob of men, womenand children, who pressed against the office,trying in vain to make their way
Inside. A detail of police was hastily
marched from, the Eldridge street station,
but while they prevented an actual mobbingof the place they couid not keep the
crowd away.
There was a Label of tongues. English,

German, Polish, Hebrew and a dozen jargonswere mnglecL in expressions of rage,
torrm- ni- nlamlnicr

Downstairs in the basement, on the Suffolkstreet side of the newspaper office,
wore printers getting out the Sunday edition.anedition in which was to be a
glowing account of the excursion. The
workmen were badly frightened at the size
of the threatening crowd, and to tljg loud
shouts for information as to the missing
ones they gave no answer. In the great
crowd were men.and women, too.who
assumed a sort of leadership. They haranguedthe persons nearest them, and utteredloud demands for vengeance.
There was a sudden movement of the

crowd. A hundred men darted down the
stairs to the pressroom, and before the
police could get at them the assaulters
had smashed in a pane of glass in the
door. Fortunately, behind the glass was a
strong iron network. Before the door itselfcould be forced the police hurled themselvesat the shouting, frantic mob and,
clubs in hands, drove them back.
Finally an employe of the paper posted

on the door a bulletin in Hebrew announcingthat the excursionists were safe and
would return about noon. This news was
quickly spread to the many homes, and
again the anxious ones came back to read
for themselves the glad tidings.
But about 11 o'clock the crowd was increasedby a few who had just come back

by rail from the grove. They were quicklysurrounded by anxious listeners. When
they were told that no serious accident
had occurred they set up a shout of joy
and thanksgiving, but when the newcomersproceeded with their tales the joy
gave way to rage and pity. I
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Return of the Susquehanna.
j aboard that women had to stand up f

CHILD SHOT IN
i FREE FIT.

One Excursionist Declares!
the Fatality Was Not

an Accident.
The one immediate fatality of the pien c

was the death of Etta Relschat, a child,
of Xo. 153 Suffolk street, as told iu yesterday'sJournal
Although several witnesses agree that

little Etta Relschat was killed accidentallyby a ritie bullet aimed at a flimsy target
at Tdlewild Grove, Is'dor Goldstein, of Xo.
80 Columbia street, tells a different story.
He said:
"When we got to the Grove two colored

farm hands came among us and started a
'crap' game. In which many of our people
lost money. Barondess tried to drive them
away, and a regular free tight ensued.
During the fight one of the colored men
drew a revolver and fired. The little girl
was hit by the bullet.
"Then the two men went away before

any one knew what damage they had done,
and later a policeman came and wanted to
arrest some of our party for fighting. He
went away, however, without any prison-
ers."

APPEALS TO THE
JOURNAL FOR HELP.

MANY telegrams to the Journal were re-
ceived yesterday forenoon, of which

the following is an example:
Port Washington, L. I., July 2.

New York Journal:
We need your immediate assistance for a

crowd of a,000 human beings, consisting ol
women, children, etc., who have been left at!
Idlewild Grove Park overnight, having participatedin an excursion party of a Jewish daily
paper called "Vorwaerts." There was not a
sandwich left at the park from U p. m. yesterdayuntil now, and 110 sign of a steamer in
sight. Help! Help!

GEORGE GABLONE.
10:20 a. m. 1

Tbo Journal was assured before noon Ht
the Vorwaerts office and by the Myers ExcursionCompany that the barge was on the
way home with all on board, and that nothingremained to be done.

She Replied in Person.
Bertha Wiener, of Corvent, Russia, appeared in

the Harlem Police Court yesterday to prosecute a

charge of abandonment against her husband Max
Wiener, twenty-three years old. a painter, of No.
1973 Third avenue. She told Magistrate Poole
her husband had written her a letter saying he
wanted nothing more to do with her, and that she
had replied to this communication in person.
Wiener was told to pay his wife ?5 a week or go
to iail for six months.
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Supt. Barondess Will Sue
Them ®or $25,000

Damages.
JOSEPH BARONDESS was found at

home, No. 405 Grand street, last night.
He declared that he was too busy painting
and decorating his rooms to talk in detail
about his experiences.

"I am going.I should say we".Baron-!
dess began, "are going to sue the Myers
Excursion Company for $25,000 damages
for their gross breach of contract and their
scoundrelly treatment of our people. What-1
ever these Myers people may tell you, I.
we, I mean.hired that barge when we saw

that there would be mere people at the
Park than the later steamboats could haildie.I was one of those who hired the two
steamers:
"Whatever their contract, it was their

plain duty, once we were up there, to bring
us back. I offered to pay the captain of
the Tolchester $50 to take the barge back
to New York. But he told me that the

Bay Queen, which was to make the last
homeward trip, would bring the barge, and
I believed him.
"Then the captain of the Bay Queen

simply sailed away from us without listeningto entreaty or expostulations.
"Some of us walked eight miles this

morning to the station for a train to New
York.
"We found a tug at the Battery and hired

it for $10 an hour to bring us down. I
telephoned to the woman who keeps the
Uotel at Idlewild Grove to hire wagons to
send for food for our people. She promised
to do so. I don't know yet whether she
did or not.
"Then I went up to Myers's office and

they told me that they had sent two big
steamboats up to bring the people back.
Our tug had gone and it was our tug that!
brought the barge back, I am told."

''Tt la ctoul tliof f-Vwa orrwvci vnn
and beat you," the reporter said.
"Oh, that is nothing at all. I am not injured,am IV"
He showed no marks of rough handling.
Mrs. S. J. O'SulIivan's Funeral.

Plainfleld, N. J., July 2..The funeral of Mrs.
Sylvester J. O'Sullivan, of New York, who was

fatally burned by stepping on a match in the store
of Crosby & Hill yesterday, will be held from St.
Francis Xavier Church, in West Sixteenth street.
New York, Wednesday morning at 11 oclock. Mrs.
O'Sullivan was a member of the church. Jtev.
Father Denny will conduct the services.

Quiclv Results.Best Results.
Journal's unequalled growth in "Want"

advertising.22,664 "Want" ads. gained in
June over June last year.
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Waiting the Retui
All day the East Side friends of th<

to welcome their loved ones. At tim
bowed into the river.

An Awful Night, with Col
Picnicers Tell Thi

ble Exp<
BOUT fifty of the excursionists came;

home yesterday afternoon from Port

Washington on the Long Island ltailroad.
Several of the women and children were

rery sick on the train.
Jacob Levy, of No. 50 Allen street, spent

the night with his mother, wife and four

children under the shelter of a tree. He
said:
"I am sure that there will be a great

leal of sickness and not a few deaths from

he exposure in the woods.
' The understanding with the steamiboat

people was that the boats were to make

trips every two hours until 8 or 9:

>'clock in the evening in order to safely
get the many thousands of people home.
The last boat left at 7 o'clock at night, and
It was so crowded that even the captain
said it was dangerous and drove some of
the-passengers off.
"When it was evident that they were net

going to return for us there was great excitement.
"Women with children ran Avildly around

begging that something be done for them,
and when the confusion was the greatest
the people became panic stricken over the
report that several babies had died. It is
certain that one child died, but I did not
loai.ii tl,o nn ino nf (lio nnrents.
"Soon after dark it became very cold, and

fences, benches, chairs and other things
were broken up and used to make fires all
over the grounds. Those who stayed on
the barge suffered more from cold than
those in the woods, for the bleak wind
swept through it. Food could not be obtainedand children begged for it.
"The only things that did not run out

were beer and whiskey, and the price of
these was raised so that the poor people
could not get them. Milk to feed the babieswho were used to the bottle was at a

premium.
"Men gave up their coats tt> their wives

and children after everything in sight had
been burned, and men who said they were
constables stood around and would not permitthe tearing down of small trees for
fuel. The water supply ran out from the
wells, and the farmers who. appeared after
daylight with sandwiches, milk and water

charged Delmonico prices for everything.
Most of the people had ho money."

Excursionists Tell Their Experiences.
As the barge Susquehanna was towed up

to the Market street dock at 4:30 yesterday
afternoon, bearing 3,000 half-starved and
bedraggled excursionists, a lusty cheer went
up from the multitude that had assembled
to welcome back the unfortunate pleasure
seekers.
When the boat was finally made fast it

was almost imnossibie for the nolice to
make room at the pier. The mothers,
fathers, sweethearts and brothers of the:
delayed passengers thronged the pier seekingfriends and relatives.
Among the first to leave the boat was

Morris Rosier, of No. 139 Monroe street.
He said:
"It is all an inexcusable outrage on the

part of the steamship company. The barge
on which we came should have been
brought in last night, but on account of the
negligence of the company conflicting
orders were given to the captains, and we
were left all last night and all this morningout in the woods with nothing to eat,
nothing to drink and no place to sleep.
"It was bad enough for the men, but

the women and babies suffered untold
misery and humiliation. Some of us went
out to see what we could buy to eat and
drink. Meat was out of the question and
bread was cheap at 50 cents a loaf. Late
at night I bought two boiled potatoes for
30 cents and felt as though I had a bargain.
It took hustling to get fresh water. The
women preferred to sit up, rather than
sleep in the open."

Clear Case of Negligence.
Samuel Levine, of No. 89 Monroe street,

said:
"It is a clear case of negligence on

part of the steamship company. Gross
negligence! Even if there had been a mistakein giving the proper orders for our
return Saturday night, the error could have
been remedied at least before daylight Sundaymorning. Instead, we were kept out
there until two hours ago, without the
slightest effort having been made by the
company to contribute to our comfort.

"1 can find no fault with the gentlemen
having charge of the excursion. The hi a ine
lies solely with the company. Mr. Eaiondessdid all in his power to get us help.
but his efforts proved unavailing against
the indifference of the company's officers."
Mr. A. Herrmann, of No. 221 Madison

street, commenting upon his experience,
said:

"I paid 50 cents for a small box of soda
crackers and was glad to get them. I
soaked them in n little fresh water that I
had walked a mile to get and resuscitated
two young women friends of mine, who had
become prostrate from tack of food. Early
this morning I was able to procure some
milk, for which I walked three miles. I
paid the farmer $1 for less than a quart of
it, but he explained, that inasmuch as I
had no pail or bottle he would have to
charge me that sum for the little, rusty
kettle he gave me."
Herman Lodenberg.I had to pay fifty

cents for a piece of bread and forty ee;ii^
for a bottle of pop. It was a case of
"grab" on the part of the hotel keeper at
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n of Loved Ones.
3 luckless Vorwaertz excursion waited
es they were in danger of being el!d

Starvation and Terror,
sir Night's Terrisriences.
the Grove. The people without money hafl
to suffer from hunger and thirst, and 't
was pitiful to hear the children crying for
food and drink.

13. Diroretsky and S. SieKel.We
went to the Grove this morning by rail to
And friends. We carried loaves of bread
and several pounds of corned beef. The F
people were famishing, and before we
even reached our friends the food was
snatched from us by frantic mothers, who
tore the loaves to bits and fed the crying
children. We would have been mobbed
if we had tesisted. Water was selling for
ten cents a glass and crackers for five
cents apiece. A loaf of bread cost $1 and
many of these people had no money to
buy food.

SAYS EXCURSIONISTS
WERE TO BLAME.

jOHN G. GRIFFITH, manager of the
Myers Excursion & Navigation Company,was prepared for all inquirers at tha B

office of the company. No. 379 West street,
yesterday.
Before uttering a word he hauled forth a

book of contracts and displayed one made
on May 24 with A. Fella, manager of the
Vorwaertz. The contract stipulated that
the steamboats Bay Queen and Tolchester
were to make certain stipulated trips on

July 1 between the pier at the foot of
Market street, East River, and Idlewlld
Grove, on the Sound.
According to the schedule laid down in

the contract.which was sigDed by Fella
and Griffith.the Tolchester was to" leave
Market street pier at 8 a. in., 12 ru, and 4l
p. m., and- on the return trips to leave Idlewildpier at 10 a. m.. 2 p. m. and 6 p. in.
Her consort, the Bay Queen, was scheduledin this agreement to leave Mafket^

street at 10 a. m., 2 p. m. and (5 p. m. On
the return trips from Idlewild the Bay
Queen's leaving time was given as 12 in.,
4 p. m. and 8 p. in.
"That schedule was lived up to to the

letter," said Manager Griffith. "We heard
early in the afternoon that the steamboats

1,... . i.tn . mo,i»Van-

York as they took away on each trip. It
was plain that when the Bay Queen.the
last boat to leave the grove.was ready to
depart for New Y'ork she would not be able
to take the people remaining there.
"To provide against just sueh an emergeneywe sent up the barge Susquehanna

early In the afternoon. It fell out«exactly
as we had anticipated. The Queen could
not begin to accommodate the throng.
"Now came the exnsperating part of the

business. The overplus.I do not know
ust how many there were, but I have heard
there were at least 1.100.refused to go
aboard the barge. They declared they had
chartered steamers and they were not going
to ride on a barge.
"The Tolchester was under contract to be

in Newburg the next day, as you will see

by consulting the Journal, and the Bnv
Queen had to take an excursion to Bridgeport.tVe had no alternative but to leave
the belligerant excursionists at Idlewild,
and to-day we sent up two tugs to tow
down the barge."

A LUNATIC FRESCOES
HIS CAPTORS WITH MUD.

The Sad End of a White Flannel Suit
Worn by an Amateur Hypnotist

During the Chase.

Joseph Kirby Is in the Insanity ward of
the Harlem Hospital, but if his thinking
apparatus Is not hopelessly fractured he
must at least feel some satisfaction ovei

the fun he had with the three policemen
and one citizen who put him there.
Joseph emerged from his home, at No.

2.477 Eighth avenue, yesterday morning attiredin a shirt. Policemen Kearney and
Egau chased' him Into the Harlem Kiver,
and he landed in the mud. Then the pollonmono nrmnool nf Wilf Th«*V

had op their new Summer uniforms.
Along came William Vestrarlen. of No.

212S1 Lexington avenue, who thinks he is
a hypnotist. He wore a white flannel suit,
but the policemen didn't stop him when
he laid planks on the oo?e and walked out
to try and hypnotize Joseph.
Joseph rose up and pulled him in. W

lain got mad, subbsiituted pugilism '

hypnotism, and finally dragged his hi
subject ashore.
When the police wagon arrived, there WIa

more fun, and by the time Kirby was
landed in the hospital all the mud he had
brought out of the river had been transferredto the hypnotist's white flannel suit
and the uniforms of the policemen.

BOYS THE TRAIN WRECKERS?
Several to Be Arrested Under Suspicion

of Causing the Buckridge Disaster.

Shamokin, Pa., July 2..Policemen conn'

with the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad '

night procured warrants for the arrest F
lads, of from seven to seventeen years of age,
pected of having caused the wreck of the e*

train near Buckridge last Friday.
The detectives have discovered that two r

stead of one, a3 was at first believed, wer*
on the rails at a distance of 500 feet apart.


